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For Fun Galore

Read Centaur Comics
COMIC PAGES

EUNNY PAGES
f^actiring "The Arrtnw'

STAH KANGER FUNNIES

AMAZING MYSTERY
FUNNIES

with ' Fantom Oi The F.1m''

KEEN DETECTIVE
FUNNIES

wtTti "The M-iSi^til MjurVrl'

KEEN KOMICS
fti^tueLng "Foitiiiidcn Wni

STAR COMICS
iatyiinig Spwed it! vers'

Nfiw On Sale
Ai All ]V«ivMsfiinii!»

For Stamp Collectors

10J PICTOVIAI.S

Wm Rattti 2- ^fi^icn KztiH: LndLans, t llQ.li&fL

FlUKlllh 1 RuHidB'Gakt Drlian, I CAfia4«-

Uaunty. i a«Li of LI AlIuniB. '2 Ori«l<

1 P^1li|i-Wh|tilxHi>e. H CC«Ct|04lCivJLl£la

iBiftUtieef, 1 Bridrt'-CorijnallDn, li ifrlua

A many^Dlher iirAnffe bfaullfut tt^mpil- All

'l4C' ^'9 iippnovflL apciUcanta.

Bm tat. JMkwnvllte, llaiiJil

/or ^'Qulz" Enthusiasts

2,222 i|i:e»«Tio.\s

:

You can hAvt A "tjuiz'^ profrikni in

your d*nri- hbmc. bfr getting "Th*
Qut«-An^-Answ«r Book" ty F. |+

Haatttn. [t has 2,Z2Z questions artd

2,222 autlientic jinswcrs—89 iiu)zr«s

df 25 ciuesticus eich — covcrine
cv«ry iitidginable subject, 23$ pn^es.

S*nd «0c (Ln U.S. A,) f&r y&ur copy,
to: Ctntaur Publications, lnc.+ DrpL
9g, 21C FiUh Avtnue. U. Y. C.

For Comoro Fans

Dgubli
W>l;^t FTOn^fLOMl Un1*T^n!i«nM.<GlaiflPTln1.t

ClUf PHOTO JtlVHEC, Qtt,, % lt»CrBtp». w;,.

ROLLS DEVELOPED

Meet The Artist
Who nraws '*The Muaikcd MarvcP*

BEK THOMPSON wa» botti
in Nebraska. HLa emrjy ambU
txgns cfrtaJnly covered a lot

of territoi'y for. he Air&E wanted to
be an airplane pilot, (hen an ei-
plorern and laL«r a farmer, But,
judging frctn the appcsrance of hta
fchapl »nd ]ibrstT-y bookl — with
drawantB splattered throu^hout^
cofticd from comic papei-g — it

looks as U even th«n he wai headed
for a caieer as an ami&t.

During high school, after moving
to the State or Washingtoci, Ben
lAztded a job as Cub reporter o^
a morning newspaper. He got this

'Jpib b;s' dravt^Lmg a cartoon of a loctl
'"busiue'ssnian wh& the newspaper
was accusing of being a swindler
His ncws|Kaper job kept hitti a^vay
from home most of the time —
which tunYied out to ht very fortu-
nate, as the subject of the cartnon,

turned out to be a nc^t - doi>r

neighbor!

A job on the art staf of a Seattle
momiitig newspaper made it possi-

ble for Ben to attend the UniiVeT-

ihy of WiLqhin^on and, later, the
Chicago Art Ingtitute. The aunt
few years lie spent workiTtj^ on
various newspapers, periodically
thtowini Up his Job each summer
'^^T^j*' to go to the mountains,
and work as a U. S. Forest Ranger
You should hear him tell about one
fft thos« terrifyingp devastating
forest lireb

,^,

Ben arrived in New Yorlk a yeaf
and a half ago and foioed the art

3tjiF f>T » New York daily paper,
ftecently he has been doing free

Uncc art work. In addition to "The
Masked Marveir he doe* gag car-

toDtiE — his work appearing m
CollLcriH Click, the New Yorker
and other national publications.

Lots of our readers like Ben.

Thompson's stories on aviation
and planes — and there't a good

ThcrnAi-ftA

reason. All of his flytng stories trt
accurate because he d,. .

v ti4t

taken a flying course and is a ).;ioL

^At one time he was a member of
> the U. S. Naval Reserve, so he aUo
knows about boats and cruisera.
As a police reporter for a news-
paper^ he learned a lot about de-

tec Hves, the way they work, and
about F B, I. "G-iDtea."

His hobhietfire hunting and fish-

ing, mountain climbing, and skiing,

He lik^s tu dafafale in photogiraphy,.

and has had many pictures pub-
lished in leading; cnajjafines

w'^^J
^
Editor

SPE€9 CBMTAUItt
ONE Of THt MAfJV CHAft^lER^ IN tVtUV 1^5UE

W^A|MIAZIM6 HVSTERV FUNNIES

KMiN DETECTIVE ruNNlE^
(jivE^ vou TN EACH i-^^ut^nn Mftrtv OTHER Excmw^ FEAUmt^

HASKSP MAKVei.
-O-ET VOUB COPY TODAVI IO< AT VOUR HEWSSTANDf

^^cfvlfintir-r. t<S]n, Vol S, KHlnbei' •. KEEN DETECTIVE ^lLr^'?M 1 i:S fi TJWb]l!li*(3 raifl-iUhly bgr C^al+Mr PublLcnUiMii. Ine., ita &B Bvhi Aif«nu«,

at. Latiim, Mi^euun. EdJlDrfal tmi txtriHWt inn-ewM: iitt Fititi ArenuE. A'ew YotH. ff Y Lnicr^l A* ntcond tlAH mtttpr at Iht Poit OEBct «t

SI LOUtB. M6 S\T-tH C9Pl«1 14c Tikrly «ubierl[iguh ll.Hl' ih I hi U.S A ig<h*r ^vunUlH H 50) Cvpfris^ IHI hy Oat&ur Pub3ii:itibtiil, Inc.

CantEn!^* iehiie niA be r«t»dufitA wILbQul B«i^n^aten N'4 actual! pt:ieD ti eiu!w4 «f dcllive*t(d is tllU fletliHI mf^^LQE. Pc-Jn^ml ni Uve U.S.A.
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m 1 UAPPEW TO KNOW SOMEmt^ AMJT TMiS
%VOCK OF STAMBg, ALTH0U6U iVt NEVtR SCEM
ONE OF TWEM BfFCSGE. NCRICE TWAT TW MAQ6lia
OP THIS ]$ PgHTO^LlD. TME Ot?16lWAL BAOEMS
DISAPPEARED YEAViS AfiO AMD WERE liTMOWW

TO BE IMPERFORATED/^ -„

THEtSE'S NO WOlTTtN DESCRIPTION OF
TVS. STAMPS TO BE FOUMD AWVWHE&E:
BUTM DlSTlMCTLYPeCAlLTHAT MV FG^itKrO

TOLD 'Mt TH£ STAMPS WiCC MOT

mwEN iG euv Twis one ?
I.THOUGHT TWESE STAMPS
HAD VANI5ME0 fBOM THf

VECV
I^ELIABLE J16ENT

SOL&WETHiS-^-
I'M SdPE TWAT

HE IS PEBFECTLY
hOHf^T AHD DID ^JOT .

LA!?PV, HEPt S TWt A&DCCSS OF
MAW WMO SOLD Mf THE STAMP
I WAMT \OU "Its tOOkC M^M UP AMD
TELL KIM ABOUT THIS COUWTEQFEIT WE
MUST CHECK THIS AS QLHCKLV AS
POSSieiE BEFORE OTHER FAKE BADCNS
A?>PtAR. I'M NOT GO\m TO I40TIFV THE
POUCE BECAUSE 1 WAWT
ISiO PUBLlClTVOVEiJTHlJ--
IT WOULD BE HAt^MFUL
TO MY BUS^WtSS If MV
investor kwew i had
Fallen fors"lk:ha

SIMPLE SWINDLE'

%©#1^'

HM
YOU'O BETTEI? VET iAl TAKE
THt ST\MP INTO THE CITY
And ShOW 11 TO YOUl?
FATHE5? AT OMCE . X CAKJ
GET TWEBE VKI TIME TO $1^"
HIM EAGLV TOMQt?POW
MOQNING- NO USE
TELEPHOl^lM& HIM ^ f
BEFOE?E I ARPiVt "-— ^

THAT'S ^iGMT-
LAPRV CAM SEE
'himjomorcow
AWDTOTELLttIM
^^JCW WOULD CJNLY
WOQQy HIM

^HE Nt^T CtAV.-. AT THE OFFICE OF
J,?WIL?OH, LA[?BV 6R16&S EXPLA^US
ABOUT TWE COUNTEE?5^E[T STAMP

-

^A FpltMO OF M!Mt AntNDtD THt AUCT|0*J YEACS^
AGO WHEN THE 0&16IHAL TOM BAblHS SOLD
FOP NEACtV SmOOO TO A WEALTHV
OCIEKTAL COCLECTOO

-f ^

^N HOUR LATER, THE MASKED:
MARVEL tKTERS AM OPEW .

wikoo^- cjf twe million aipe^ office/

MASKED MARVEL. MP WILSON
MY ME»4 AWD I APE 0>^ iWi TPAli
OF A G4M6 OF STAMP COUMTEe-
ftiTE&S- TMIS M0Rf4lW& NOli GAVE
A RIEKJO THE AD05?ESS OF T^£
WAN WHO SOLO VOU THE BADEN
STAMP iT IS IMPORTANT
mAT I WASTE THIS ADDK^ESS
SO I CAM GO THEPE

AT ONCE J

^«^

WHO ARE YOU?
WHAT DO YOU MEAN
^\BVC0MIN6 INTO
Mf Sh MY OFFICE

TWiS WAY ^

fe

»i.

,v

6



HOPE I'M ISiOT TOO L4t£ _
WHAT I nWD MERE MAY LEAO
TO THE CAPTURE OF THE

mim ISAN6 tj

/

WITH THE ADDRESS OF
THE STAMP DCALERJt^F

WUREHES TO H*S SHOP

// / /

Fi^iOJMS THE SHOP
DtSERTED, HE SeEAVfC

TW0U6W A LOCKED
DOOR lEAD^MS TO
AW0THEI^C05M. ON
THE ROOO L!tS THE
STAMP DEAICP—
MURDERED//

The mah LUh^t^ES forward as the

TO MEET THE ATTACK **

^LTHOU6H LARIJV
GRIGGS WA£iO HAVE
VISITED T^t DEALER
AN. HOUR EARLIE[?j
THE MASVED MARVEL
CANFINDMOTPACEOP
HIS HAytN6 BEEN THEPf.

OC OF TkC6AD€W STAMP/

ffiS HE StACCHlS THE
t?OOW, ATUiPQANKiEO
Fk3UeE WmAL0W6
KMlFt STEPS TUSPOOGH



'JHAVS THB STOCY, Zfi, OF
,"WHATMADPeNEDTl4lS
tW0ftNlM6. BEFORE I

,^..4;^0ULD CATCH

-^HE FELL TO THE STREET
AWD m^ KllltD. I HAVE IKtOE-

MATRON THAT I BELtNE WILL
LEAD US TO THE STAMP
C(XJl^TEf?Ff IT^I?S. BUT,
VJE WItL HAW TO
MOVE eAUTtOJSiy
IN OC?DER UOT
to Fl?KSWTEW
ME KA AWAY//.

—TMOSE APE ^Ay

1H<aTPUC'nONg. PEPORT
TO M^ BV tJADlO A^ &00M,

AS VOU PICK UP
AhlY lhirO!?WATlOM-

./

ZYAWDZLAPENOW
FLVSNGHERffeoMTVIE
WEST TO J0I^4 bS- l ftAVE
P*LA.MSF0T5TWEMTO
TPACFCEI?TA1 SI CLUES.
IlL COMTACT THEM
W0WAHDTiLLT>4EM
WH&T TO DO

a^

VNt'LL STAY WOE IM THE
CrrV UNTIL WE WEA^peoiv^
THEM. WE WAVE WORV: TO
DO HBCE * GET IKTO
T>^VS DISGUISE AS
SOOWASYOUCAM

^ATUEt? A PiDICULOUS
OLJTFIT.lRjBLmT
Will Stl?yE OUR PURPOSE]
WELL'! D1S6USED AS
PEOtJlEPS, WE CiM CAeeVj
OQC? SWIALL
t?ino SETS

n

MY TWEOQV IS THAT
CECTAIM OF THE CtJOOlfff

\W1LL ^AEET TMEQE. TO
SUt?P5lSE TWBhAWOW M16WT
MEAW TWAT T«E LtADEC
Mi&HT ESCAPE

2ft- GRAB A TAXI \
AND FOLLOW THAT
GR££N CAR [ M.Y
HUWCW *S THAT
THE PARTY TI4AT
OUST GOT INTO THAT
CAft IS OMEOF,

eANG!

THIS LOOK^ Like

TUE PLACE . WEt>
BETTES? LAMD AVit>

LOOK THiWGfiOVEQi

!^OLLOWlW6THEl^
fHSTQUCtOl^
ZY AKJDZLJM
A SV/IFT SCOUT
PLAWH, CIRCLE
A FIELD IM A
RUISALO^MMtWrrY
^iC^ MANV MiLES
FPOf^Tt^ClTV

f^W



DISGUISED AS A PEDCXEO, TME
MASkED MAt?VEL EhTTERg AH
OLDJ?&MgMACKLf BUHDlKiGr

Ilk GOIMS TO HAVE A
LOOK APOUWD HEC?E.
THE" FELLOW 2R IS"

fOLLOWlWG CAME
our OF THIS PLft£:E/

WHAT'S OM TWIS SCBAP
OF PAP£ft—-LOOKS

„>, LIKE A SECftST CODE /I

€ffi\ LET'S SEE»-—
^^^IlLHAVETO

CONTACTZR
ON THE PADtO
AT OWCE /'

I

^^^
^.^*»-'-"

Able id DFCiPHEt IKI A MOMEWT
^NV CODE ^KJO\Wj mE MASKEDMAWEL AT AGLAMCE ??tADS T«E
Difficult code Message

WILL MEfT 'H0\^

OKI F1?IDAY OF
TMiS WKK AT

^USUAL PLAC£

'J4AVE T^
GOODS P1?E'

PA(?Bl?FOI?

TPANSPER TO
OCEAW BOAT

CAM'T ^EMTO GETZR
ON THE ^ADIO —UNLESS
SOMETmN6 tUfi WAPPEMED
TO MIM

, tC SHOULD BE
4BLE TO Pick
UP MY ,

SlGMAL^/

.ji--Vj

N<.V^

WE GIVES UP
TW1W6 ID
R^OZRAND,
STEPPW6 WTO
AaARELYFUp-
NEHEDROOM,
WUIPS A PIC-
TURE OFF THE
WMiANDTUPMS
THtDlALOFA
smailsafe/

TWE NAASKtD MAQVEL OPE^S
TWF. gAFF A<^ OUCIfLV POC«ilTS
A SMALL EMVELC^ AS SOU£0*Ca^ EHTIGS Tl^ BULDlMe.^^

As T^tiO MEN, DRE^Et) LIKE TUE
TUReANWtCi fELiOW WHOMS IflLlED,

APPf?O^H, THE MARKED MAfeVEL
HUPR^IS UP A LADDEI? LEADIMG TO
A eooM ot4 The next fusor//

^^'M'



WELLO, DAD— UOME EAPIY. AREN'T VOU '?

I WAS SO^OQft*^ A90UT VDUP STAMPj^-
TUAT 1 UUC?i?liD E?k6WT BACK riSBt

FROM TME SEASlKieE,

-"LtTMt f^ff^r -^^
PUN AWD fix { f^ _^ )j

YOU SOME
TEA

^K^V

8AR9i^A'S FATHER EJUSUES
IMTO THE LIBRAQV A9 TWO MEKJ

DISAPPEAR THQ0U6H A WIWDOW
7F

THEV OPENED TME SAFE--
WMEQE I KEEP MV STAMPS^'
arr, MCfmiKHS appears
TO BE MASSING!

V

lV-.

THE MASKED MARVEL SUPS
OUT OF N^S Di?rSU1^F --

* ,. . PRINTING PQE9SES\
-H _ T WAVE BEEM RECEKJTLV I

MOyED OUT Of THIS
ROOM THAT
MEAWS THAT TVIE

COUWTEQfElTEeS
'•, HAVE ABAMOOKIED

TWLS Place/



|TWROWIMS OFF HIS DiSSUtSE,
TVtE MASKED MA^PVEL WATCHES
TtiE MEM 1M THE CDOM BELOW

I TUIWK ITS'

ABOUT TIME I
BQQK^ UP THIS

party//

4tf

-->i7^--

WITHOUT WAWIM6,
WE Df^ES Tm0U6H
THE HOLE OMTO TWE
UNSUSPECTlMQ MFW'

>'v

tsAIEG BV TUE S*IFT ATTACH |
AWD HELPLESS 46AIHST THE MIGHTY
STRENGTH CF Tfjt MASKtO MARVEL,
TME MEN UE TERRIFIED ON

THE Root?!/

WON'T GiyE ME AWV IWFORMATIOW;
EVI'? WILL I'M &01M6TOTIE \OLl
UP A^iO LEAVE vou HEt?e

X f^M' -->

/

Tut MASKED MAI^VEL unable td
RtACn ZR BY ^ADO, SPEED? 4^WW

THEl?g'tL BE fC5

i=UI5THEQ

ACTIVITY
AROUND THAT

BUILD|M6"11l

FIND OUT WHAT
HA.^ HAPPED
TO ZR'

«9^^V«P«Ai^^'



XR—MAKt A
U£T OF TME
NAMES OF TME

OUTFl?--THFVl
LOCK TWESE
TWO kN THf
CAB^^4 Ati&JOiW

^AE-^rM GOING
TO HAVE A LOW

V'

ATOUND I^^S BOAT

A WkCE DISGUISE, MY T I TWNK WE
FQ^END, BLTT H" DONT I OUGHT T0 6E1
root US AND LET'S ^ RlD OF THIS GUV
Stt VVUM'S BEWIND 1, \ PlSHT AWAV /

THAT GPEEW WlA^k /
h

V

GIVE ME THE
WAWESOFALLTHE
MEM IKI THIS STAWP
C0UI^EQFEniN6
SAK6— I WAHT
TO ICNOW WMO ,

. VOUR LEADER IS

:

X Swear x donT

WEVE NEVER
SEEN HIS
FACE///

I'LL TELL YOU
WHO TWE OTHE^

ARE /

m^^



IH THERt \QUiL FlMD A LAVfat
gUAWTlTY OF FAKE€TAMPS. DEJTBOV l^fAi

im MOPHIMG 1 FOUND A CODE LETTER iUviD

IFA!?WB0 That SOMEOf^E IS 0OM1NG HEE?E SOOM
To GET These stamps for swpment to
[UI?OPE CATCt^ W1M AMD TU(?W ALL OF TWESE

COUKTEPFEITEPS 0\^ TO THE PaiCE WSTW

-I

4.1 AV tNi ij 2 R Io coiviFlETE the
DESTRUCTION OF THIE COuSiTEft-
FEIT STAMPS AWO EQUPlViEMT,
THE MASKED AAAPVEL &OES
TOAAEET ZV AWD ZL

/

V
^E MASKED MARVEL

WITH It^EABlUTV TO COVER
6I?FAT DISTANCES QUiCaV,
WKICH HAS EVehi BEEN A MYS-

TERY TO MIS hAEM, AR^VES
IN AFEVJ MlKUTESl

1*\e has had them posted
ATASN\AaFlELDNEA^THE
C\XS TO WATCH POP THE
EKPECTED ARI^tVAL OF AK)

MBPLAhiE. AS vet; THe
Plane has not lahded.

THAT'S IT/
QUICK! liT M£
HAVE YOUR PLANE>

HE'S MOT GOIKG

^V?*^>i

eE£MAMM
OF THAT PU!*E;

CH^ETj S'lWCE

we Ai?E?wtP. but;

WE POUND EVIDENCE

OF ITS HAVmS
BEEN HERE
^ECEWTLY

I HEAR
A PLANE
COMIKG
NOW]

t^ls.

THE MA*S<ED
MARVEL JUMPS

INTO TWEfAST
SCOUT Plane
TO PURSUE
HIS MAN /

0(^^



AS THE PiAWE iNTEftS If WE STOtJM
CLOUDS A GREAT BOLT OF Ll^fT-
NIWG STRIKES rr AND THE PILOT/
IS THROWW OUT OF TWi SHIP/

THE MASKED MARVEL mvs
ANOTKEEi VISIT TO THE MILLIONAIRE

SO.VOU SEE, LAftT?V \ f IT'S WACO To\
WAS V4EAD OF THE/ / BEL^EV?— BUX
COUNTEQFEfTERS // f Y^HAT ABOUT TME

I WAD SUSPECTED
J
\ TWO MEW WHO

MIW , BUT WA^ ^ V^CBE 114 MV
UNABLE TO 6ET AWl UBPAQV ?
DEFINITE PROOF

-J* X

TWOSE WEBES^RVAMTS Oi: k OhiCE CKH
ORIENTAL WWO WAD1D SELL THE STAMP AND /

THEM SENT THEWTO STEAL fT BACK. VOUR <
STAWiP WAS NOnr AFAKEji BUT, Lftm^Y 1^
WANTE& YOy 10 THm*( SO IM OBM(? TMAT HE
COULD HAVE TIME TO COPY. HE MU^^DERED
THE STAMP DEALEC?, BECAUSE HI WAS
THE ONE MftN THAT COULD
EXPOSE HIKA! I

AMD HERE, IKI . ^
THIS EJaVE LOPE /}'
iSVOURS^TAMRiif^'
RETURNED fj

d#-f^-
?

N&yn* MONTH, iHTHtS MA6AZIME-
MOPEOFTHE

MASKED MARVEL'S
THRILLIN6 ADVENTURE? //.'



fO
'/•

ED TO -Hli OUW RrwriLNT , .

.

Ow QJflRD DUTY. iCVtRi^L

tD THERCFOR, exTKfl PRE-
CRUTOWi flR^ Tfl^tM,

POST YOUR n£N. HE" "TEJJfWl',) // '

mo TBKE rXTRfl PRECftJ p
nous. 5fN0PftTR0L'J

X
/ ^

EqRLV 1M
THE noRNi-

FISURf: '

CREEPS UP
TO fi btfOTkX

Q<^M*^
OiTATF HEfTING 15 HELD TO m-.^^L f'LflWl

TO 4H ALT THE DI^FiFt^tPRf*KjCE or n£M»



Cf^\JL3 tAJDER T-HE CflWUm/ HE R.RN5
TO KEEP UWDER C(MR UTJTILI T+{£ CflRT
ARRIVED OT IT5 PE:5TlMflT|0ia.

^^1^

WHILE (JWDER
THE CfifOVflS,

FORSYTH IflU5
TO THE BOdWD

3E(SilRY.

TJ-JECflH[r5TCP5^

THC COq^T IS

CUAR.fCi^YTW

or TfN6RlD£,JLLG[:T OUT
IFTOUflPi r^fPT PRbOMER
PRf PftRE TO -HELP HE VRQh

T4^£ \m\Dl^



r
mXR COV-
ER UNTJL
Dfm FOR,-

ie:j the
LAY OUT
OF T+^

lCflMlD^5TW^ -

WOTE fthJD RQC^ f^GHT

U^HEN IT 15 THE DflRKtST rCK5YT^

TED Tins GflP-
TflfN fDR^YTH
RRE5 d€Vim^
aOlLDlN&^

-RGRE-^TOEflL
or CXCiTtnEWT

fe<^TC-



m Ti* ^M£ TIflE TM HEW PUT T+JFiR V^t l&Hf
TQTmDOORflNOOVEKPogtRlWG T+i€ UDPUL
SUflRO TflE ntN HAKE THtJKUHY ID

NOKJE OF ^lOUnEM I^NOU JUi7 WHLRE
t^E-RRE* lOOsH tlT-HER. 30 l UflfJT VtXJ
TO PCK fl nflM RNP NfM HM TK< TO
Qr[- BflCn TO ^HflNGNWI flIUD fiftJUfr

T+IEY RJUNi

THE JUWGiE,

OWLY^ FEW HEN StTfli FAR fiblMl 61/5H
rStonTHEREJWEI UflTCWTHE FiR^,

^THqr L£flVFS fBuROf U5-UH£NT+€ RRt^
,

"TnRTED, I oa TV^ RJFLE5 -fiND flBH or j
f^ rtniA'^roto "

1 F UE coulD g f t ^o r? f./
-irw-i 1^ COULD KCEP "^ "- ^'—

iNTlLL +^FLP CDTIE^. r^ i^ ?^V t^THE5t

P^'

U

ThITT CRVE UP THERF

FORT. ITOUUDR r X^

REAR



^MO ir ANY 0%it sriCKJ "f+JEjB "^

W05E C3UT &IVE ?U5'J OWE r



TtlE GUE-
RJLLAITRY
TOLOUER'
OWE OF
TKIER
nETlE>ER5

PiRfifD ynn

To Bon& Jml

SUODEULV
"WE ROPE
3WflP5.

tj
\

r

A SWiFT 8ATTLE 1$ OK/

CCiJWTRy-5lDE rOR
my\}m the/'
YOU flfvJDX

'u: Lo^iNJG ANY -noi^E; n£ra^iR.
UE BROKE UP T-WTQjfRlLLfl
BAND.

OU££PjNC.flLL BEFORE IT T+1£

NEUEF.

WE"XT DRY

CJ#tf

VJfJlLE VOU UERZ
flUftV WE RECLIVED
f\ roOTE FROnT-ffEM

AMnutsJlTlOW FDR THE
Ll\/E!i OF OUR n^K.

-Ar40 CAPTAIN
TORSYTH BRINGS
ANOTHER MISSION
TO SUCCESSFUL EWD,



WELL TIC*.- LOOHS tl»£:E

iiVE ^TAY IN NEW YORK
FOI^ A WHILE —WE'VE
BtEN A^SlGNtD TO
THE WALTtR HUl
KtDNAPPlNG C^&t J

THAT'S FONfrtV

THt^l % NO ONE
THERE . BESIDES—

^

fV4LL,l KtUlS'i \ CAN
C=f!flDUATE FROM MV
COUftSE IW vENTKlLOQU'i^Urt,

tUTlCk .

f
^ * IT WAS TO-

1

ThPOWIIH' YOVf.'
J]

t MOW" it''
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"H
£V, you gtiys Can't yaa shoMt pool
without ma kin' sd much ratkti? Gush,
Khf noise ^in ihit rotim i;^ ^nou^h to

wake up the inmates of the morgut in the tiasir

Wjng! I wanna read/'

Doctor Jamesi C. Wright Jr. lounged laiiJy

on the studio couch, one of the hctter pieces
of furniture in the stall room of State Hos-
pital, At the billiard lable^ font other internes
were icriously engaged in r gamt of pocket
billiardsi.

Having thumbed his w^trj^ way slowly
through the IV!edical Journal, he squinted
over the top of the magazine and addressed
Doctor Lloyd, "What are you rjdin' t'night,

Ray?" kay Lloyd kept his eyes glued on the
fue-ba]] and, without turning, yn^wt'ri'd,

*'Fir5i b;ji."

*"Ha!—no rest for you t'nighi,—and. oh &ay.

Doctor, don't forget your robbers!" With
that. Doetur Wright, jr. was off for thv staif

dining room.
Riding hrst bus does not contribute much

to the hii|ipiness of aci interne: and riding
first bus on ^ cold, wet night contributes even
less, Ray knew this and didn't need anyone
to remind him of it Much less anyone like

Jimmie, who was riding second bus that

night,

TN the dining room. Jimmie continued rib-
* bitig Ray. It seemed thai Ray couldn't
take itp for it wasn't long before he roae from
the table, glared in silence for a few seconds
at Jimmitv then finally spoke, "411 li^hi. my
dear professor, d you think you 11 sleep
I night?"

"Oh, but dehniiely. n\y deai culleAgye."
w^s ilie immrdiattt icspL^D5,e

"Oh yeah!'—All eye* t irncd to R^y —
"Teil you what Til do, wise guv, VU l>ei you
anything, that you get at least thrpc bus c^lls
tjiight."

Had Ray considered the matter carcfiilly,
he wouldn't have made so rash a statement.
In the first place, anyone working in a hos-
pital knows, that when two ambulances are
on ail-night duty, the first bus is the one
that gets all the calls: the second bein£
pressed ino service, only in the absence of
the first. Besides, internes don't have money!
ft was too Iat:e now He had spoken. Even
had there been no witnesses in the room, Rav
would not have bai^ked out Yes, he would
see it through.
"What arc you gonna bet with.—marbles?"

queritfd Jimmie.
Ray thought a moment. He had no money.

What to bet'— It was getting late Time to
tio on duty Time ? TlZylE! That was it!

He would bet his brand new timepicre. Swell
watch it was too Birthday present from the
girlfriend.

*Okav. 11 1 bet this watch against—" He
scanned Jimmie from head ig fyot. His eves
rested on a beautiful gold chain, from which
was suspended a class key He could use a
chain like that!—"I'll bet this watch against
that chain you're wearing "

Jimmie didn't hesitate a split seconcf.
"You're on, it's a betT"

©(^Tf
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SEVEN to seven—tvvelvp long hour& o-(

duty Couid those iwcivf houib. ga by W]th^
out Jimmit being called out at lea&t thirr
times? For the first time, Ray began wiiihing
that he would be called out on ambulance calls—lots of them. Oh, not serious ones—stcni^ch-
acheSp headaches, perhaps^ a sprained tluimk
No. Ray wasn^t really mean, but he ju&t
couldn't lose that bet, What would Elaine
say when she saw that the watch was missinp

'—how would he explain it? Ray reached into
hts watch pocket, drew out the watch and
held it tenderly in both hands. "Gee. I'd hate
to lose you to that guy, Cosh. I'd rather set
you smashed into a thuuaand little pieces
than to lost you to him/"

—

Hl^ mental ram-
blings were suddenly Lnterrupitd by a per-
sistent voice, through the loudspeaker

*'Doctor Lloyd, report for bus calL—Doc-
tor Lloyd, report fof bits call,—Doctor
Lloyd, -*', the voictr trai]^ oil as Doctor
Raymond Lloyd pocketed his watch, donned
his cap and trench-coat and hurried off Ray
climbed into the bus and gave his instruc-
tions to the driver. "Now if only Jimmie gets
a call, while I"m out,* mused Ray. a& the

ambulance roared through the streets, leav-

ing the piercing scream of the siren in its

wake.
The arrtbulance loltcd to a stop at the cor-

ner of Waverly Place and Hall Street A car
had skiddad up against an El pillar—nobody
hurt Driver shaken up a bit, but nothing
serious.

Back m the hospital. Ray handed his re

port to the night clerk and asked rather
anxiously whether there had been any calls
while he was out.

The clerk looked up, "Yes, second bus is

out on call—auto smash'Up Mey. wherc'rt-
you KOi^"' i'^"^ got another call for you And
tsy, be careful Those roads are treacherous
t'^night Lm afraid you'll be kept pretty
busy
Ray climbed mlo the bus. Not so bad, he

thought as they started away, only the first

hour 44nd Jimmies ftlrc^y been called out
once.

Apprciachinf: the hospital, after complet-
ing his call, Ray turned excitedly to the
driver, "Say. will you look at that There
goes the second bus out on another calL

—

Well, my dear Doctor Wright, that leaves
you with just one more call to make.^'
Ray was waiting in the stall it>om when

Jimmie came back from his second call

Looking up, he s-niled. "Whats the matter.
Doctor, you look a bit wet."
Jimmie jjlared at Ruy. "Oh yeah? Well

that s tht la:!T call for me I'niphtl"
Ray i^rmned from ear to ear "Mmm.—onlv

eleven hours to j»o You puij^ht make it Oh

yes. Doctor, yau MIGHT make it,'

Along about six in the m.orning, Ray began
to reijret that prophecy, for it started to look
as though Jimmie might really make it. The
second bus had not been pi essed into service
once, since its last trip at eight o'clock. Six
thirty came around much too quickly for
Ray, The clock ticked rapidly on. Six thirty-
five, sis forty, six forty-five—. Suddenly, the
loudspeaker broke the silence of the room.
At Usi—a bus call! He might still have a
chance—a very slim chance!

T EFT alone in his room, Jimmie looked at
^-^ the clock and smiled.—Six fifty-five,
Kivc minutei more and the wati;h would be
his. The clock ticked slowly on. All he could
hear was the slow monotonous ticking of the
clock, as it dragged on, second by second,

—

—HUH? What was thati Jimmie looked up
at the loudspeaker No, it couldn't be! But'
the loudspeakei kept up its relentless call for
Doctor Wright Jimmie looked fir«st at his
watch then at the big clock "Damtn it!

THREE MINUTES TO SEVEN l'^ Well.
there was nothing to do but get Roing, Hop-
ping into the ambulance, he barked his in-

structions to the driver The siren be^an its

eerie wail as the bus sped down Main Street
Approaching Chcsnut Street, the bus took a
sharp turn to the right and came to a dead
halt at the scene of the accidetu
Jimmie gasped with amazement There, in

front of them, was State Hospital's hrst bus,
comfortably lodged against a bnck wall
Jimmie grabbed his bag and hurried over to
the crash. Ray was standing when he came
over

"It's all right. Doctor/" he smiled, "no one's
hurt."

"Well.'" giumbled Jimmit. "1 guess you
win," He reached for his gold chain, unfasten-
ed it and reluctantly handed it over to Ray
Ray grasped it eagerly and went for his watch
A look of pain Came over his face Slowly.
lis hand came up from his watch pocket.

In ir was a handful of ?;hatitred watch T

I

THR END
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Keen Detective Funnies v2#9

1938 Series - Centaur, September 1939, coverprice 0.10 , 1 pages.
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© Centaur Detection Notes
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Cover Feature: interior back cover ad for Amazing Mystery Funnies v2#9 (full-page)
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